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Sr. Maria Cho

Another year has passed and we are so grateful for all
of you who sincerely work with us in serving the
poorest of the poor children at our Boystowns and
Girlstowns. You have been instrumental in giving our
children an opportunity to improve their lives
physically, academically, morally and spiritually.
Our greatest challenge this year was the
establishment of our Girlstown in Tanzania, our first
mission country in Africa. A challenge since it is a
totally new country, new culture, new language. It is
somehow a leap in the dark, but with the power of
God, construction of the pilot building was started
and completed in a short span of time. Already we
have our first 153 Tanzanian children! Always there
are a lot of challenges that come our way, but with the
grace of God and earnest dedication of all of you, we
are able to manage. Thank you very much!

Superior General, S.M.

A MESSAGE FROM 
SR.  MARIA CHO

Paul Gesterling

WORLD VILLAGES
FOR CHILDREN'S  
NEW PRESIDENT
Congratulations! Your involvement with World
Villages for Children sparks a new hope for our
students! Through your support and contributions,
the Sisters of Mary served over 20,000 students in
2019 – not just by providing an education, but by
providing food, healthcare, emotional care, spiritual
guidance, self-confidence, optimism and all of the
attention it takes to transform a life. Your generosity
offers faith, hope and love to children whose
situation in life has been stripped of these values.
Your decision to help renews faith, provides hope,
and demonstrates love. When the world turns its
back on these children, you offer your hand. 
On behalf of the children, families and communities
you touch through your generosity – congratulations!
You’re an integral partner in some pretty spectacular
work!

President/CEO



2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

As the thirty year mark passed since the construction
of school buildings in the Philippines, Adlas
Boystown, Biga Girlstown, Minglanilla Boystown, and
Talisay Girlstown underwent several renovations this
year. The thousands of students who walked the
halls of these schools for the past 30 years truly
loved their campus to pieces. For example, multiple
shower rooms and lavatories were renovated in Biga
Girlstown as broken and stained wall tiles and toilets
were replaced. Talisay Girlstown had leaks from
upper floor shower rooms that were also repaired. 

In Mexico, structural reinforcements were made to a
building that was damaged by the 2017 earthquake
and the deep water well was serviced in Chalco
Girlstown. Thanks to the incredible generosity of our
donors, World Villages for Children was also able to
purchase more computers for Guadalajara Boystown,
giving more boys the opportunity to pursue
accounting as a future career. 

In Guatemala, Zona 13 Girlstown received updated
sewing machines for tailoring majors, while a freezer
room was added to Building 1 in Zona 6 Boystown.
Months later, the Sisters of Mary praised God for this
extra space, as they stored food for their 1000+
teenage boys during the Coronavirus pandemic.

Brasilia Girlstown graduate and recently designated
Police Officer, Ana Paula, visited Brasilia Girlstown in
January of 2019 to talk about the necessity of
perseverance in order to achieve one's dreams. She
inspired many new students coming from abusive
situations to find hope in their new school and the
Sisters of Mary.

In sports, the Tegucigalpa Girlstown's swim team
produced a triathlon team that competed at the
national level in Honduras. Close by, Amarateca
Boystown received a second building and welding
shop. Because of these two new buildings, the
Sisters of Mary are now able to give more boys an
opportunity to study at their school and find work
upon graduation this coming year.

2019  included a lot of renovations and changes for
World Villages for Children. In December of 2019, the
Sisters of Mary formally turned over the management
of all their charity programs in Seoul, South Korea back
to the local government. The orphans cared for by the
Sisters of Mary now attend government run schools. In
South Korea, we have been so successful that the
demand for our services has decreased and we are
reducing our operation there. What a true testament
to the effectiveness of the World Villages for Children
and the Sisters of Mary!

SOUTH KOREA THE PHILIPPINES

MEXICOBRAZIL

GUATEMALA
HONDURAS

TANZANIA
Tanzania Girlstown was officially inaugurated on August 22, 2019. The Sisters of Mary welcomed 153 girls that
are now learning Math, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, technical skills, and more. These girls belong to families
that are in terrible situations of poverty and deprivation. Many girls their age are getting married at 12-13
years old in order to survive. Instead, these young ladies are being given an opportunity to become intelligent
and independent young women that are capable of providing for themselves and their families. Their first
year however, the Sisters of Mary want them to know what it means to be a child and not to worry about
where their next meal is coming from. The Sisters of Mary had the great pleasure of seeing the girls' faces
light up as they tasted ice cream for the very first time.
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LIFE AT OUR VILLAGES IN 2019

Students at
Boystown Mexico

readily engaging in
class.

Students at
Girlstown Brazil
lining up as they
prepare to walk for
graduation.

Children in Tanzania
taking the entrance
exam in hopes of
attending Girlstown
Tanzania.
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Anna Maria and her Mother
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GRADUATE HIGHLIGHT
Amairani, a graduate from Girlstown in Chalco, Mexico, entered the Mexican Navy after

graduation. She's seen above first with her brother as a student, then as a member of the
Mexican Navy, and with a Sister as she came to visit. Below shows her with many of the

young students currently at our Girlstown Chalco.
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Anna Maria and her Mother

1964 

Biga Girlstown: 3,502 Girls
Adlas Boystown: 2,336 Boys
Talisay Girlstown: 3,609 Girls
Minglanilla Boystown: 2,438 Boys

Philippines 

Chalco Girlstown: 3,001 Girls
Guadalajara Boystown: 1,890 Boys
Chalco Day Care: 105 Children

Mexico 

Zona 13 Girlstown: 859 Girls 
Zona 6 Boystown: 1,138 Boys
Day Care: 115 Children

Guatemala 

Brasilia Girlstown: 749 Girls
Brasilia Day Care: 88 Children
Sao Paulo Elementary: 261 Children
Sao Paulo Day Care: 152 Children

Brazil

Tegucigalpa Girlstown: 641 Girls
Amareteca Boystown: 572 Boys

Honduras

Dar es Salaam Girlstown: 153 Girls
Tanzania

South Korea
The Sisters of Mary Boystowns and Girlstowns were founded by Fr. Al Schwartz in poverty-
stricken, post-war South Korea in 1964. While poverty remains, the situation in Korea as
well as the assistance provided by the government, has shown considerable improvement
enough to meet the needs of our most vulnerable children. In recent years, the Sisters of
Mary schools in Seoul have been able to close as the situation improved. Today, the 276
orphaned children under the Sisters of Mary's care in South Korea, now attend government
run schools for their education. 

LOCATIONS
est.

1985 
est.

1991 
est.

1997 
est.

2002
est.

2012
est.

2018
est.

*Student numbers subject to change as older students graduate and new students arrive during the year.
Above numbers based on July 2019 monthly update.
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Student STORIES

Meet Dobrick.
Dobrick is a student at our Philippines Boystown. He is the fourth
child of seven from a very poor family. His mother is a laundry
woman, and his father a construction worker. Due to the
accessibility of his work, often times his father would only be able
to come home once a month. Before encountering the Sisters,
Dobrick would need to help his mother wash costumers' clothing
in order to assist in his family's financial responsibilities. He would
even work carrying sandbags at construction sites to help provide.
Now, Dobrick can study knowing that his new education will allow
him to provide a hopeful future for him and his family.  

He wants to become a teacher when he grows up in order to help
young children, like himself, have better opportunities.

Meet Happyness.
Happyness is one of the first students at our Girlstown in
Tanzania!  She grew up with her mother solely raising her, as her
father died when she was very young. The two of them lived in an
adobe hut, and would often struggle with not having food to make
it through each day. 

After meeting the Sisters and starting school, she has experienced
great joy. Her aspirations are quickly becoming a reality as she
studies subjects like math, english, chemistry and computing.
Happyness dreams of one day becoming Tanzania's President!

Meet Heidy.
Heidy currently studies at our Girlstown Guatemala. She grew up
primarily living with her Aunt in a house made of sugar cane reeds
because her mother had to work, and her father abandoned them
when she was only an infant. Life was very difficult. They didn't
have enough money for food, and would sometimes only eat a few
tortillas a day. When she was finally able to go to school after
much sacrifice, Heidy loved to learn, but unfortunately couldn't
afford everything she needed for school and was often outcast by
her classmates for being poor.

Her life with the Sisters has been an immense blessing to her and
her family. She is able to learn and receive the care a child needs
without worry of financial burden.

Heidy hopes to continue her studies to become an attorney!
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Arturo came from a poor family in Mexico, struggling to
put food on the table. They were sugar cane and coffee
farmers - so in addition to his primary school studies,
Arturo needed to work in order to help his family. His
job was to cut the sugar cane, carry it on his back, and
load it into a truck where it would then be taken to a
mill. At the young age of ten, he understood the gravity
of helping provide for a family. He worked hard so his
two siblings would have the opportunity of living as
normal of a childhood as possible.

He heard about the Sisters of Mary school through a
priest, and shortly after applied and was accepted. He
was astounded by the education and care he received
from the Sisters. It was a hope of his to learn English,
and study so many different subjects- all dreams
fulfilled through these programs. He became very
involved in school and extra-curricular activities, even
volunteering to help his fellow classmates.

     One Sunday after holy Mass I heard something

interesting from the priest. He spoke of an

incredible school, a school where you have the

opportunity to eat 3 times a day, to take a bath

daily, dress in clean clothes, have friends, and

most importantly study in school for free. I was

amazed! So, I ran home to tell my parents. We

felt scared because we didn’t know anything

about the school, but we were brave and took a

risk. We didn’t know we were making the best

decision of our lives.

Graduate STORY

Meet Arturo.
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     I wish for the Sisters of

Mary to continue to help

children around the world to

change their lives as they did

with mine. Helping a poor

child doesn’t mean helping a

person but a whole family. I

am convinced that the work

carried out by the Sisters of

Mary providing a high

quality education, a pleasant

and peaceful place and early

intervention with children

are the essential elements of

a formula in order to fight

against inequality and

poverty.

Graduate STORY cont.

In 2011, Arturo graduated high school, and went on to obtain
a 90% university scholarship to study industrial engineering.
He was offered a job while still studying at the university.

After his success of graduating from college, Arturo decided
to go on another adventure and begin studying for his
master's degree in Business Administration and Finance,
while accepting a job as an IBM financial team member.

If it were not for the generous support of our donors,
students like Arturo wouldn't be able to make their dreams a
reality. It is because of your giving that this young man's life
has changed!

Arturo receiving his
university degree.

Arturo at his Sisters of Mary
High School graduation.

Arturo as a child before
meeting the Sisters of Mary,
enduring a life of poverty.
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Guatemala
6.6%

Brazil
3.2%

Tanzania
22.6%

Honduras
12.8%

Mexico
28.9%

South Korea
0.4%

Philippines
25.5%

Your 
IMPACT

B
37%
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16%
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2%
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36%

F
2%

Because of your incredible generosity to World
Villages for Children, we were able to give a
total of $3,181,509.36 in grants to the Sisters
of Mary in 2019. As you can see from the
breakdown of our funding (to the right), your
kindness has helped fund the Sisters of Mary
Girlstown and Boystown programs all around
the world. 

A brand new Girlstown opened this year in
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, where we were able
to support 153 students complete their first
full year of classes. Thus, a large portion of our
funding went to Tanzania, even though their
total number of students is relatively small in
comparison to the rest of our schools. 

Thank you for changing the lives of our
students!

World Vi l lages  for  Chi ldren
2019 Funding by Country

4%
Consumables

Insurance & Medical Care
2%

Other
1%

Maximizing
RESOURCES

Sisters  of  Mary
2019 Funding Breakdown

The Sisters of Mary's ability to maximize their
resources for over 20,000 children in seven
different countries around the world is truly
phenomenal. They make every dollar count. 

Above is a breakdown of their overall operating
expenses for 2019. It is no coincidence that the
education, care, and discipline that our
students receive, directly impact their ability to
break free from a life of poverty. 

After the basic needs of our students have
been met, a majority of the funding that the
Sisters of Mary receive, goes directly to our
students' education. 

Food 
& Clothing

Transportation
& Travel 

Utilities & Maintenance

2%2%
Taxes & LIcenses

Education
36%
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